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The West Midlands Evidence 
Repository (WMER)

A Consortium Project to Connect NHS Staff and the Public with NHS Research

Suzanne Toft, Knowledge & Evidence Specialist – Lead, Black Country Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, 
suzanne.toft@nhs.net

Gavin Moore, Knowledge and Library Services Manager, South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust and George 
Eliot Hospital NHS Trust, Gavin.Moore@swft.nhs.uk
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NHS and Research

• Research is at the heart of the NHS as it 
underpins advances in health and care and 
is the basis for evidence-based practice
• Statutory obligation to use research

• Government directed - The Future of UK 
Clinical Research Delivery, Policy Paper 2021
• In 2020/21 over 1 million people were recruited 

into COVID-19 studies across the UK

• Range of research in the NHS
• Case studies
• Systematic reviews
• Management

https://westmid.openrepository.com/
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What is WMER?

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

‘An institutional repository is an 
archive for collecting, preserving, 
and disseminating digital copies 
of the intellectual output of an 
institution, particularly a 
research institution.’
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_repository) 

Atmire - host
DSpace - software
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NHS and Institutional 
Repositories

• The need to have a record of 
publications:
• Bespoke databases

• Newsletters

• NHS England - Knowledge for Healthcare: 
Mobilising evidence; sharing knowledge; 
improving outcomes strategy 2021-2026

• Trust repositories

• British Library Pilot Scheme

• Consortium Repositories

https://westmid.openrepository.com/
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WMER: The Consortium

• WMER is a regional 
consortium between NHS 
Trusts
• Contract start Oct. 2022

• WMER was setup and is 
organised by the 
Knowledge and Library 
Services

• Benefits – shared practice, 
shared knowledge, shared 
resources

1. Black Country Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust

2. Coventry and Warwickshire 
Partnership NHS Trust

3. Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust

4. George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust

5. Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust

6. South Warwickshire University NHS 
Foundation Trust

7. University Hospitals Birmingham 
NHS Foundation Trust

8. University Hospitals Coventry and 
Warwickshire NHS Trust

9. Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust
https://westmid.openrepository.com/
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WMER Region

• West Midlands region 
• Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 

Warwickshire, West Midlands, Worcestershire

• NHS West Midlands region
• 6 ICS –Birmingham and Solihull​; Black Country; 

Coventry and Warwickshire​; Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire​; Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin​; 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent.

• 25 NHS Trusts

Image: TUBS, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:West_Mid
lands_in_England.svg, CC BY-SA 3.0 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0, via 
Wikimedia Commonshttps://westmid.openrepository.com/
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Connecting People with NHS 
Research
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What People?

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

WMER is available openly on the 
internet without the need for a login. 
It can be used by:

• Staff

• Students

• Research Departments

• Public (researchers, students, 
patients etc.)
• UK
• International

Image: TUBS, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:West_Mid
lands_in_England.svg, CC BY-SA 3.0 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0, via 
Wikimedia Commons
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Metadata Records

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

• Index of our organisations’ research 
outputs

• Metadata standards
• Dublin Core
• Rioxx fields
• Bespoke fields for internal reporting

• Input by librarians or authors
• PubMed Import

• Links out of WMER
• Publisher
• PubMed

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


Searching WMER
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• Search
• keywords 

• by field
• Wessex

• within collections

• WMER structure

• Browse by fields

• Reports - internal

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


Full Text – Published Content

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

• No pay wall or subscription

• Green or Gold Open access

• Author permission required

• Publisher conditions
• Journals
• Books
• Other

• Sherpa Romeo

• Creative Commons

• Reviewed by librarians

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


Full Text – Grey Literature

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

• Grey Literature – What 
is it?

• Author permission

• Publisher permission 
(partners as well as 
organisation)

• NHS England desire to 
share

• But what should be 
shared?

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


WMER Discovery
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• Indexed by Google

• Integrated into Knowledge and Library Hub
• Metadata only

• Full text

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


Why is this Important?
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• Impact both academic and societal

• Increased use of research
• Evidence-based practice

• Not re-inventing the wheel

• Increased citations

• Increased reputation

• Accountability

Image from Pixabay
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Connecting People with NHS 
Researchers
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Who are NHS Researchers?

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

Difficulties in identifying them:

• No designated website or page

• NHS researchers can be anyone – unlike HE

• Research can vary in it’s type – QI projects, 
clinical trials 

• Not everyone becomes an author

Image from Pixabay
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Identifying a Researcher

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

• Author field

• Collaborator field

• Organisation structure

• Author search

• Browsing by author

• ORCiD

• Internal reporting fields

https://westmid.openrepository.com/


Researcher Profiles
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• Researcher Profiles
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Why is this Important?

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

• Raises profile of researchers

• Helps organisations identify their researchers

• Enables collaboration and connections
• Internally

• Locally

• Nationally

• Internationally

• Research culture

Image from Pixabay
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Conclusion

• WMER represents a collaboration of organisations to provide access to 
their research across the West Midlands region. It includes nine 
organisations but is growing. 

• WMER aims to connect both staff and students within our organisations 
and members of the public with our research, in metadata and full text 
formats.

• WMER aims to connect our staff and the public with our researchers.

• WMER aims to help further develop local and regional research cultures, 
raise the impact of the member organisations as research institutions, and 
further facilitate collaborative research across the region. 

https://westmid.openrepository.com/
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Any Questions?

Our contact details:
• Suzanne Toft, suzanne.toft@nhs.net

• Gavin Moore, 
Gavin.Moore@swft.nhs.uk

https://westmid.openrepository.com/

KLS Managers:
• Black Country Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust, Kal Dhanda, 

kal.dhanda@nhs.net

• Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust, Claire 
Bradley, Claire.Bradley@covwarkpt.nhs.uk

• Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, Alison Huggan, 
a.huggan@nhs.net

• George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust & South Warwickshire 
University NHS Foundation Trust, Stephen Ayre, 
stephen.ayre@geh.nhs.uk

• Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust, Preeti Puligari, 
preeti.puligari1@nhs.net

• University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust, 
Richard Parker, Richard.Parker2@uhb.nhs.uk

• University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire NHS Trust, 
Imrana Ghumra, Imrana.Ghumra1@uhcw.nhs.uk

• Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust, Jacqui Watkeys, 
j.watkeys@nhs.net
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